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changing—nor asat, in the sense of precluding all possibility of exist-
ence in one's experience, like the ( horns of a hare', or 'the son of a
barren woman/ while Mdyd is tlie cause of the world, which we see,
and in which, we experience tlie good and evil in it, pleasure and pain,
&c. If it is neither sat nor asat, what then is it ? The answer is,
it is inexplicable [anirmchamya)—a technical expression meaning
a thing which appears in consciousness as something and, therefore,
more than nothing, and. which yet is proved by experience to be les?
than real, because transient or ephemeral1.
But it is not an illusory nothing. It is a phenomenal something,
having for its substrate the Eternal Absolute. It is the cause of a
phenomenal world and not of a fictitious world. The world has a
relative reality, dependent and resting on Brahma and never apart
from or independent of it.
This is what the Mdyd doctrine really means. It is, indeed, true
that in course of time, from being the wonderful power of Brahma,
the word naturally came to mean the work of that power, the universe
and all of which knowledge is possible through, the senses ; and inas-
much as creation itself was a mystery presenting appearances which.
could not apparently be brou.g'h.t in harmony with the wisdom and
goodness of the Supreme Being, the word also came to mean the
natural incapacity of man to understand Nature in its true character,
It thus became synonymous with. cosmic nescience (Avidyd),
In this view Mdya \s deemed to possess two powers, called dvarana
(enveloping) and mkshepa (projecting), one enveloping the soul and
giving rise to the conceit of personality, egoity (asmitd buddhi), and the
other, projecting th.e phantasmagoria of a world, which, man regards
as external to himself2.
Writers on the Veddnta say that Mdyd has a threefold aspect; viewed
mthe light of the teachings of SJiruti, it is unreal; viewed in the light
of its nature, it is simply inexplicable; but from a practical or
vydmhdrie point of view, it is something existents. In other words,
tlie universe, which has come into being by the play of the Mdyd is,
for all practical purposes, real.
1 See 'Siddhanta MuMavali,' p. 13,   where the two powers of Mdyd
note.                                  explained.
2. See Ballantyne. See also Shankar's      3 See 'Pancha Dashi.9
et Viveka Chudamani," Verses 142-146,

